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admit any more patients until the whole building had been
thoroughly cleansed.

St. Marylebone Sanitary District. - Mr. Wynter Blyth
expresses regret in his current annual report that the trade 
are colouring butter and margarine by aniline dyes, instead
of, as formerly, by anatto or other vegetable colours of a
harmless nature. It would, he thinks, be difficult to take
action in the matter unless the colouring agent could be
shown to be harmful in minute doses, or rather if an
accumulation of such doses could be proved to be detrimental
to the human economy.

St. Mary’s, Stoke Nemington, Sanitary District.-Dr. Henry
Kenwood, in referring to the control of measles and
whooping-cough through the agency of information derived
from public schools, regrets that the regulation of the
London School Board requiring the teacher to notify to the
medical officer of health when a child is excluded on account
of infectious disease should not be regularly carried out.
In this connexion it might perhaps be well if provisions such
as those contained in Section 57 of the Public Health

(Scotland) Act, 1897, were made applicable and a parent or
teacher were fined for knowingly permitting a child to
attend school who has been suffering from infectious disease
or who resides in a house where such disease exists or has
existed within a period of three months unless such child
produces a satisfactory certificate from the medical officer
of health.

Liverpool Port -District.-Dr. E. W. Hope reports that
3879 vessels were examined by the port sanitary inspectors
during the year 1897 and on board of 2064 of these one or
another sanitary defect was discovered. This seems a very
large percentage, but perhaps the vessels examined were
selected by virtue of there being a probability in favour of
some insanitary condition. It would have been some guide
in this sense had the total number of vessels frequenting
the port been given. There were 63 cases of infectious
diseases landed from vessels arriving in the port during the
year, 27 of the cases being of enteric fever and 20 of
measles; only 3 cases of small-pox were recognised. Amongst
the non-infectious cases arriving in the port were 14
of beri-beri, 30 of dysentery, 242 of malaria, and 39 of
tropical an&aelig;mia. As regards emigration, Dr. Hope states
that the diminution which began in 1891 was still further
marked during 1897, the total number, 87,414, being 10,865
less than in 1896.

VITAL STATISTICS.

HEALTH OF ENGLISH TOWNS.

IN thirty-three of the largest English towns 6291 births
and 3577 deaths were registered during the week ending
May 14th. The annual rate of mortality in these towns,
which had been 18’4 and 17’4 per 1000 in the two preceding
weeks, further declined last week to 16 6. In London
the rate was 15 7 per 1000, while it averaged 17 3 in the
thirty-two provincial towns. The lowest rates in these
towns were 10-0 in West Ham, 10-2 in Brighton, 11 ’7 in
Cardiff, and 11-8 in Bristol; the highest rates were 20-0
in Plymouth, 21’8 in Manchester, 22’1 in Bolton and in
Halifax, and 22 6 in Liverpool. The 3577 deaths included
383 which were referred to the principal zymotic diseases,
against 468 and 408 in the two preceding weeks ; of these,
133 resulted from measles, 115 from whooping-cough, 50
from diphtheria, 32 from diarrhoea, 27 from "fever" "

(principally enteric), and 26 from scarlet fever. No
death from any of these diseases was recorded last week
in Plymouth ; in the other towns they caused the lowest
death-rates in Portsmouth, Swansea, Nottingham, and

Huddersfield ; and the highest rates in Bristol, Norwich,
Liverpool, and Salford. The greatest mortality from
measles occurred in Bristol, Derby, Halifax, and Brad-
ford ; and from whooping - cough in Leeds, Sheffield,
and Salford. The mortality from scarlet fever and
from fever" " showed no marked excess in any of
the large towns. The 50 deaths from diphtheria in-
cluded 20 in London, 6 in Birmingham, 4 in West
Ham, 4 in Cardiff, and 3 in Burnley. No fatal case of
small-pox was registered during the week under notice
either in London or in any other of the thirty-three large
towns; and no small-pox patients were under treatment
in any of the Metropolitan Asylums Hospitals. The
number of scarlet fever patients in those hospitals

and in the London Fever Hospital at the end of last
week was 2246, against 2334, 2302 and 2271 on the
three preceding Saturdays ; 229 new cases were admitted
during the week, against 241, 205 and 209 in the three
preceding weeks. The deaths referred to diseases of the
respiratory organs in London, which had been 274 and 226
in the two preceding weeks, rose again last week to 232,
but were 81 below the corrected average. The causes

of 44, or 1-2 per cent., of the deaths in the thirty-three
towns were not certified either by a registered medical
practitioner or by a coroner. All the causes of death were
duly certified in Bristol, Manchester, Salford, Leeds, and
in sixteen other smaller towns ; the largest proportions
of uncertified deaths were registered in Leicester, Liver.
pool, Halifax, and Sheffield.

HEALTH OF SCOTCH TOWNS.

The annual rate of mortality in the eight Scotch towns,
which had declined in the five preceding weeks from 24’2 to
21.7 per 1000, further fell to 198 during the week ending
May 14th, but exceeded by 3-2 per 1000 the mean rate
during the same period in the thirty-three large English
towns. The rates in the eight Scotch towns ranged from
102 in Perth and 103 in Paisley to 19-6 in Dundee and
23-3 in Glasgow. The 325 deaths in these towns included
32 which were referred to measles, 26 to whooping-cough,
12 to diarrhoea, 6 to ‘ fever," 4 to scarlet fever, and
3 to diphtheria. In all, 83 deaths resulted from these
principal zymotic diseases, against 96 and 90 in the
two preceding weeks. These 83 deaths were equal to an
annual rate of 2 8 per 1000, which was 1-0 above the
mean rate last week from the same diseases in the thirty-
three large English towns. The fatal cases of measles,
which had been 35 and 27 in the two preceding weeks,
rose again to 32 last week, and included 27 in Glasgow,
2 in Edinburgh, and 2 in Dundee. The deaths from

whooping-cough, which had been 34 and 29 in the two
preceding weeks, further declined to 26 last week, of which
17 occurred in Glasgow, 5 in Dundee, and 3 in Edinburgh.
The 6 deaths referred to different forms of "fever" showed
a slight further increase upon recent weekly numbers, and
included 5 in Glasgow, where 2 of the 4 fatal cases of scarlet
fever were also registered. Of the 3 deaths from diphtheria
2 occurred in Dundee. The deaths referred to diseases of
the respiratory organs in these towns, which had been 137
and 129 in the two preceding weeks, further declined to
109 last week, and almost corresponded with the number in
the same period of last year. The causes of 30, or more

than 5 per cent., of the deaths in these eight towns last
week were not certified. 

___

HEALTH OF DUBLIN.

The death-rate in Dublin, which had been 25.4 and 245
per 1000 in the two preceding weeks, further declined to

22-5 during the week ending May 14th. During the

past four weeks the death-rate in the city has averaged
23 9 per 1000, the rate during the same period being
16-9 in London and 18.6 in Edinburgh. The 151 deaths
registered in Dublin during the week under notice showed
a decline of 13 from the number in the preceding week,
and included 7 which were referred to the principal
zymotic diseases, against 9 in each of the two preceding
weeks ; of these, 3 resulted from whooping-cough, 2 from
" fever," 1 from diphtheria, and 1 from scarlet fever.
These 7 deaths were equal to an annual rate of 1’0
per 1000. the zymotic death-rate during the same period
being 2-0 in London and 1-9 in Edinburgh. The fatal
cases of whooping-cough, which had been 3 in each of the
two preceding weeks, were again 3 last week. The deaths
referred to "fever," which had been 2 and 3 in the
two preceding weeks, declined again to 2 last week. The
mortality from scarlet fever and from diphtheria corre-
sponded with that recorded in the preceding week. The
151 deaths in Dublin last week included 38 of infants
under one year of age, and 35 of persons aged upwards
of sixty years; the deaths of infants showed a further
increase upon recent weekly numbers, while those of elderly
persons showed a further decline. Seven inquest cases and
4 deaths from violence were registered; and 65, or more
than a third, of the deaths occurred in public institutions.
The causes of 14, or more than 9 per cent., of the deaths in
the city last week were not certified.


